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THE LAND 
CONSERVANCY  
OF NEW JERSEY 

WHO WE ARE 

We preserve, 
restore, and care 
for land and water 
resources, 
inspiring and 
empowering 
individuals and 
communities to 
protect open 
space. 

Educat ion Stewardship 

Municipal Services Land Preservat ion 



Statewide Impact Sussex County 

 200 land conservation 
plans completed 

 100 Open Space Plans 
 $255 million in grants for 
towns to fund acquisition 
projects 

 75 municipalities in 13 
counties have completed 
plans with TLCNJ 

 Completed Sussex County’s: 
 2003 and 2016 Open Space Plans 
 2008 Farm Plan 

 In Sussex County TLCNJ has 
written: 
 18  Open Space Plans 
 4   Farm Plans 
 4   Trail Plans 
 1    Environmental Resource 
Inventory 

 1    Watershed Plan 
 
 



Sparta 
Township 
 

home to: 
• Weldon Brook WMA 
• Sparta Mountain WMA 
• Pimple Hills State Park 
• Kittatinny Valley State 

Park 
• Sparta Glen Park 
• Wildcat Branch Preserve 
• Russia Brook Sanctuary 
• Wallkill Preserve 
• Lockburner Estate 
• Mohawk Lake 
• White Lake 
• Morris Lake 

 
 



Why update 
the Open 
Space Plan? 

The Township’s current Open Space Plan 
(1996) is out of date. 

The Update will keep the municipality 
current for 10 years for matching funds 
through the Green Acres program. 

The Plan identifies locally important 
lands for conservation and protection. 

Completing an Open Space Plan yields 10 
points towards Sustainable Jersey 
Certification. 



Goals of the 
Open Space 
Program 

An outline of the 
community's open space 
vision for conservation and 
preservation. 



History of the 
Open Space 
Program 

A record of the 
municipal Open Space 
Trust Fund, open space 
and recreation grants 
received by the town, 
and past bond 
financing 



Municipal 
Open Space 
Trust Fund 

Established by voter referendum in 1995 
 
Tax levy is  1¢ per $100 of assessed value 
 
$5,984,429 collected to date 
 
$5,795,182 expended to date 
 
$189,573 balance 
 
498 acres preserved to date 

 



An overview of preserved, public, and 
private land in the community & their 
potent ial for open space.  

Open Space 
Inventory 



An inventory of local, 
state, and federally 
significant historic and 
cultural resources within 
the municipality or 
county. 

Historic and 
Cultural 
Resources 

Leek House 



A summary of 
municipal, county, 
and state plans 
relevant to the 
Open Space and 
Recreation Plan.  

Planning 
Consistency  



Recreation 
Resources 

Existing recreation 
resources and facilities, 

programming, expected 
demand, and potential 

solutions for unmet needs 



Preservation 
Recommendations A System of  Open Space 

 
Community Benef it s of  Open 
Space Preservat ion 

 
Greenways 



Action Plan 

A set of strategies and a 
timetable to implement the 
goals and recommendations 

within  
1-year, 3-years, and ongoing 

timeframes. 
Bee Meadow Park 



Schedule and Deliverables 

Grant  Approved 
August  2023 

Site Visit  
1 month later 

Submission to 
Green Acres 

10 months later 

Plan Adopt ion 
9 months later 

Open Space 
Commit tee 

Meet ing 
2 months later 

Approval by Open 
Space Commit tee 

8 months later 

Preparat ion & 
Delivery of Draft  
5 months later 

Delivery of Final Plan 
7 months later 

= We are here 



Green Acres 
 Guidelines 

 
For updating Municipal 

Open Space and 
Recreation Plans 

The Open Space Plan relies on 

the latest municipal data for 

revenues/expenditures and 

priorities for preservation. 

The Township can apply for a 

grant from the Highlands Council 

to cover 100% of the cost to 

update the Open Space Plan. 

An Open Space Plan allows the 

Township to qualify for Green 

Acres Planning Incentive Grant 

funding: 

https://www.nj.gov/dep/greenacre

s 



Benefits of Open 
Space 

Contributes to 
quality of life 
 

Encourages physical 
activity 
 
Contributes to a 
tourism and 
recreation economy 
 

Enhances homeowner 
property value 

Improves air quality 
 
Provides storage of 
carbon in trees to 
combat climate change 
 

Maintains wildlife 
habitat for plants and 
animals 
 
Mitigates local 
flooding and improves 
water quality 



Thank You 
 
Barbara Heskins Davis, PP, AICP 
The Land Conservancy of New Jersey 
bhdavis@tlc-nj.org  
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